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A Perspective to the Library in Network-Oriented Society

— Ubiquitous Library Services through PDAs—

Toshiro Minami

Abstract

The number of library patrons who are called “Net Generation” is increasing. They

think it is natural to access to the necessary information whenever they need. They

always carry PDAs and/or cell phones that are able to connect to the Internet. What

role should libraries play in such a network society which consists of such people? This

paper discusses what libraries should be like in order to provide services for these people

who would ask for help to the libraries whenever they need help. It also proposes and

discusses new library services for such people of net-generation by using 2-dimentional

code that can be read by most cell phones.

Keywords . Net Generation, Ubiquitous Society, 24 Hour Service, Portable/Cell Phone,

Virtual Bookshelf
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