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The Non-prepositional Second Passive in 19th Century American English
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She sent him a long letter 0 O 0 0 O (1)0O O
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() a. He was sent a long letter.
b. A long letter was sent to him.

c. A long letter was sent him.
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Irving: The Legend of the Sleepy Hollow
(1819-1820) (3)
Poe: The Fall of the Home of the Usher . " to 00 toO O
(1839) (b ) (1cO)
Emerson: The Young American (1844) i 0 0 3(3)
Hawth The Scarlet Letter (1850 altor i Il
awthorne: e Scarlet Letter ( )} allow ; 1( 0) 4 1)
Melville: Moby-Dick (1851) award 0 0 0
Thoreau: Walden, or Life in the Woods (1854) bring 0 4 4 2( 2)
Stowe: Uncle Tom’s Cabin (1852) deny 7 3(2 3(3)
di 1 1( 0 3( 2
Soujourner Truth, The Libyan Sibyl © 0 (2
fetch 0 0 0
(1863) forbid o| o 0
Alger: Ragged Dick and Struggling Upward give 8 | 38(13) 22(21)
(1868) grant 0 1D 1D
Alcott: Luttle Women (1868) hand 0 4C2) 2(2)
) lend 0 2( 2) 0
Good Wives (1869) offer 4 2( 1) 3( 3)
Twain: The Adventure of Thomas Sawyer owe 0 0 0
(1876) pass 0 1( 0) 0
The Adventure of Huckleberry Finn pay 0 10 0
(1884) permit 0 0 1( 1)
) proffer 0 0 0
Burnett: Little Lovd Fauntleroy (1886) promise 1 0 0
The Little Princess (1888) read 0 0 0
Bierce: Can Such Things Be? (1893) refuse 0 1€ 0) 0
Crane: The Red Budge of Courage (1895) render 0 0 1D
restore 0 5( 4) 0
H.James: Turn of the Screw (1898)

. . sell 0 7( 1) 0
Chopin: The Awakening (1899) send 0 12( 5) 2( 2)
Dreiser: Sister Carrie (1900) show 2 0 1( 1)
London: The Call of the Wild (1903) spare 5 1 0) (D

teach 8 0 2( 2)

tell 29 1( 0) 2( 2)
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write 0 1( 1) 0
O00000DooooDted0OOODOO 0 72 | 89(38) | 53(48)
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0o b oy | @en)
allow 1 0 0
deny 1 0 0
forbid 0 1(1) 0
give 8 0 0
hand 1 0 0
offer 3 1(0) 0
pay 0 1(0) 0
refuse 1 0 0
sell 1 1(0) 0
send 1 2(1) 0
tell 2 0 0
O 19 6(2) 0
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Angell Roger (ed.). 1997. Nothing But You:
Love Stories from the New Yorker. New York:
Random House. 448pp.
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